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INTRODUCTION 


Looking back across four years of WCGS Journals, we are a little puzzled to find so 
little on Old Tyrrell’s Revolutionary War era. Of almost 400 pages, no more than the 
equivalent of two full pages give accounts of our peoples’ attendance at the birth of our nation. 
Why? 


One reason, perhaps, is the lack of blood. We, good Christians that we are, seem to 
need “great slaughter” (however-so exaggerated) to pique our interest and commit history to 
memory. We find no account of bloodshed within the boundaries of Tyrrell during the 
Revolution. 


A more cogent reason, perhaps, is the virtual absence of any written local history of the 
period. And there is nothing on the soldiers of that war remotely comparable to North Carolina 
Archives & History’s monumental North Carolina Troops of our war of 1861-1865. 


We hope that this Journal will help dispel the notion that we have no history of the 
war—that “we” lived in a bucolic backwater of history. 


Here we have drawn together a little of what became know as “the Tory Conspiracy”. 
Some of our people of present-day Washington County (then Tyrrell) were deeply involved in 
plots that seem almost “comic opera” to us—but wasn’t funny to them. 


We also introduce a very few of the young men who went to war. The identification of 
our ancestors who served in the “Line” (the “Regular” army) and in the much less-praised 
militia is a worthy project for any of us. It is hoped that this Journal will whet the appetite for 
the search. 
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TO SET THE STAGE ........... 


Johnny Has Gone For A Soldier 


Here I sit on Buttermilk Hill, 
Who should blame me cry my fill? 
And every tear would turn a mill, 
Johnny has gone for a soldier. 


Id sell my clock, I’d sell my reel, 
Likewise I’d sell my spinning wheel 
To buy my love a sword of steel, 
Johnny has gone for a soldier. 


Father and I went down to camp 
Along with Captain Gooding 

And there we saw the men and boys 
As thick as hasty pudding. 


Yankee Doodle keep it up 
Yankee Doodle Dandy 
Mind the music and the step 
And with the girls be handy. 


There was Captain Washington 
Upon a slapping stallion 
A-giving orders to his men— 
There must have been a million. 


Then I saw a swamping gun 
As large as logs of maple 
Upon a very little cart, 

A load for Father’s cattle.” 


' One of many versions 
2 
Oxen 


Yankee Doodle’ 


Every time they shot it off 

It took a horn of powder 

And made a noise like Father’s gun 
Only a nation louder. 


There I saw a wooden keg 

With heads made out of leather 

They knocked upon it with some sticks 
To call the men together. 


Then they'd fife away like fun 

And play on cornstalk fiddles, 

And some had ribbons red as blood 
All bound around their middles. 


I can’t tell you all I saw— 

They kept up such a smother 

I took my hat off, made a bow, 
And scampered home to mother. 





Resolution 


“That the flag of the thirteen colonies be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that 
the union be thirteen stars, white on a blue field, representing a new constellation.” 


WCGSJ 


Continental Congress 
June 14, 1777 


DEC 1996 


A CALL TO ARMS 
Saturday, September 9, 1775 


“The Congress met according to adjournment. The House taking into consideration the 
appointment of the Field Officers of the Minute Men, came to the following Resolution: 


“Resolved that the following persons be appointed to wit: 
Edenton District: Edward Vail, Col.; Caleb Nash, Major; Andrew Knox, Lt. Col. 


“And that the following persons be Field Officers of the Militia: 
Beaufort County—1 company. James Bonner, Col.; Thomas Bonner, Lt. Col.; Roger Ormond, 
Ist Major; William Brown, 2nd Major. 
Bertie County—2 companies. Thomas Whitmill, Col.; Thomas Pugh, Lt. Col.; James Moore, 
Ist Major; Arthur Brown, 2nd Major. 
Chowan County—Two Companies. Thomas Bonner, Col.; James Blount, Lt. Col.; Thomas 
Benbury, Ist Major; Jacob Hunter, 2nd Major. 
Currituck County—1 Company. Samuel Jarvis, Col.; Taylor Jones, 1st Major; Dennis Dauge, 
Lt. Col.; John Nicholson, 2nd Major. 
Hyde County—1 company. Rotheas Latham, Col.; Benj. Parmerlin, Lt. Col.; William Russell, 
Ist Major; Thomas Jones, 2nd Major. 
Martin County—1 company. William Williams, Col.; Whitmell Hill, Lt. Col.; Thomas Wiggins, 
Ist Major; Kenneth McKenzie, 2nd Major. 
Pasquotank County—1 company. John Lowery, Col.; Demsey Burgess, Major; Isaac Gregory, 
Lt. Col.; Joshua Hunter, 2nd Major. 
Perquimans County—1 company. Miles Harvey, Col.; Thomas, 1st Major; William Skinner, Lt. 
Col.; Richard Clayton, 2nd Major. 
Tyrrell County—l company. Edward Buncombe, Col.; Benjamin Blount, Lt. Col.; James 
Long, Ist Major; Joseph Spruill, 2nd Major.” 


(We have omitted from the complete listings the other five “Districts” of North Carolina, and 
the “Counties” outside our area. ed.) 


(Roster of Soldiers from North Carolina in the American Revolution. DAR 1932.) 
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FROM LIST OF TAXABLES, TYRRELL COUNTY—1782 


Estate of Edward Buncombe, decd. 


2250 acres of land £ 1360 
10 Negroes @ £30 300 
3 do 40 120 
13 do 20 260 

£3080 
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COLONEL EDWARD BUNCOMBE 


Edward Buncombe, one of North Carolina’s fallen heroes, was born on St. Kitts, West 
Indies in 1742. He married Elizabeth Dawson Taylor, April 10, 1766, and moved to Tyrrell 
County in 1768. Their first child, Elizabeth Taylor, was born on St. Kitts March 16, 1767. 
The last two children were born in North Carolina: Thomas, February 3, 1769; Hester, April 
29, VFT1, 


Buncombe was appointed a magistrate by the Royal Governor, and served as 
commander of a militia regiment under the Crown. He inherited 1025 acres from his uncle 
Joseph Buncombe, and was responsible for the erection of Buncombe Hall. The property was 
on the west side of Kendrick’s Creek, north of Beaverdam Branch, downstream from the 
Tyrrell Courthouse at Lee’s Mills. 


When the Patriot militia was established in 1775, he was elected Colonel of the Tyrrell 
Regiment. On April 17, 1776, Buncombe became colonel of the new Sth Regiment of the 
North Carolina Continental Line, which he helped to equip and supply with his own funds. 


He was in command of the 5th during its march to South Carolina, then to join 
Washington’s Grand Army in the north, where they participated with distinction in the battles of 
Brandywine and Germantown. : 


Colonel Buncombe was wounded and made prisoner at Germantown. Seven months 
later, he died in Philadelphia of complications from his wounds. The date was May 1778, and 
sO ended the story of one of Tyrrell’s most colorful soldiers. 


VLE 
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COLONEL BUNCOMBE 
Father of “Bunk” 


Buncombe County, North Carolina, named in honor of Edward Buncombe, was formed 
in 1791. The county, and indirectly, the Colonel, would contribute to the birth of one of our 
classic slang words. 


In 1820, Buncombe County was represented in the U.S. House of Representatives by a 
gentleman known as “Old Oil Jug” because of his gift of gab. At the close of debate on the 
Missouri Compromise, Old Oil Jug insisted on making a speech. He was begged to desist, but 
forged ahead, declaring that he wasn’t “talking to the House, but that his constitents expected 
him to say something on the subject and that he was bound to ‘make a speech for Buncombe’”. 


So, “Buncombe came-to mean any humbug or claptrap, especially insincere and 
bombastic political talk intended for the galleries”. And from “Buncombe” evolved “bunkum” 
and “bunk”. Within a few years of Old Oil Jug’s speech, these terms had found their way into 


journalism and literature throughout the English-speaking world. 
(A Book About A Thousand Things. George Stimpson, Harper & Brothers, 1946) 
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BUNCOMBE HALL 


The residence of Colonel Edward Buncombe stood about | 1/4 mile north of Lee’s Mill 
(now Roper, NC) between our present-day “Cross Road” and Kendrick’s Creek. It was, most 
likely, completed 1768-1769. As with many old homes, it became the subject of charming, but 
ridiculous, myths.....one being that it was a monumental edifice of fifty-five rooms. 


We are fortunate to have a description of the place by one who knew it. Thomas 
Blount (1856-1911) was a noted local historian of the Lee’s Mills area, and was acquainted 
with the Hall in its last, sad years. His Buncombe Hall was published in the North Carolina 
Booklet, Vol. 2, Number 5, on December 10, 1902 under the title Historic Homes of North 
Carolina. The article was serialized by The Roanoke Beacon April 10, 17, and 24, 1903. 


We excerpt some of Mr. Blount’s research and recollections. 


te It was on top of this ridge, about a half a mile west of the spot where Joseph 
Buncombe had lived, that Buncombe Hall was erected. As originally constructed, it was a long 
two storey frame building, containing four large rooms, wide halls, and three cellers. It faced 
the road on the north and had on that side a rather pretentious double piazza, through which the 
lower hall was entered by wide double doors. The cooking was done in a great open fireplace 
in the east cellar, and the dining room was immediately above. The stairs leading to the upper 
chambers was entered through a door from the piazza. Later, and certainly during Colonel 
Buncombe’s life, a long wing was erected from the south side of the west end of the building, 
making it L shaped. This new wing contained two large rooms on the first floor, and one 
above, which was entered by stairs leading up from the room next the main building. There 
were two cellars under this wing. The basement walls of brick were about five feet above 
ground, and had small windows in the top. There were chimneys outside at the end of each 
wing, and probably one double chimney running up through the middle. The lower rooms had 
high ceilings, and were carefully finished inside, but the dormered walls of the second storey 
were low, through which numerous little windows jutted out, like many eyes peeping from 
under the heavy eaves of the quaint hipped roof above. 


“Tn front of the building was a plot of ground devoted to the cultivation of flowers, 
ornamental shrubs and border plants. At the end of a pretty walk on the east side of this, was 
Colonel Buncombe’s office. In the rear of the building broad piazzas extended the entire length 
of both wings. From this piazza the two rooms in the annex, or south wing, were entered. 


“Tn the rear of the building, and on the broad hillside sloping to the southeast were the 
orchards of peaches and other fruits. To the west of this, nestling in a grove of virgin oak and 
hickory trees, were the ample slave quarters. A few of these venerable oaks are still standing 
[remember, Mr. Blount’s account is of long ago. Ed] majestic witnesses of a dead past. The 
branches of one of them has a spread of more than two hundred feet, and its gnarled trunk 
measures eighteen feet in circumference above spurs........ 


“The last time I saw Buncombe Hall was in the spring of 1874. I had been sent to Lee’s 
Mills on some errand by my father, and returning late, passed the place after dark. The evening 
moon hung low in the west, its faint light throwing indistinct shadows across the fenceless, 
fennel covered grounds, revealing the moss covered, somber looking old building standing 
tenantless at the end of the long vista of sycamores. The upper windows, lined with the 
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accumulated dust of years of neglect, threw back the light of the moon so brightly at times, that 
I fancied these reflections were the spirit lights of ancient heroes holding high carnival in those 
silent upper chambers. About it, in perfect alignment were rows of great sycamores, their 
whitened branches pointing heavenward, like the bleached bones of many-armed skeletons, 
hands uplifted. . From the thicket jungle northeast of the house, containing the old burying 
ground, came the disquieting call of a lone whipporwill, while way down by the Guinea hole on 
the creek, a horned owl sounded his melancholy note. Such were the last days of Buncombe 
Hall.” 
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THE TYRRELL ORDINARY 
A Bit of Cheer for the War-Time Traveler 


Travel through Old Tyrrell undoubtedly increased during the war. In addition to the 
normal “trade” of those attending court, those buying and selling livestock and commodities, 
and those conducting all manner of business and hanky-panky, the ordinaries now had other 
patrons. 


Now, there were officers scurrying about the country recruiting for the Continental 
Line, and government agents seeking horses and all manner of food stuffs and equipment for 
the troops. Sometimes a returning invalid soldier, or one going to rejoin his regiment after 
furlough (a mighty rare occurrence!) would call at the country inn. 


The ordinary was almost always in a private home. “Taverns”, places of business 
usually built for the specific purpose of accommodating sizable numbers of travelers, were 
institutions of towns, such as Edenton, New Bern, and Philadelphia. During the Revolution, 
Tyrrell had no settlement larger than Lee’s Mills, from which the county seat had moved in 
Lad: 


War news was certainly a prime subject of conversation around the hearth of the Tyrrell 
ordinary. We can visualize the host’s children listening from behind the door, as drinks went 
round, to the travelers’ tales of Germantown and Charleston, of naval exploits, and of the 
English effort to incite the slaves to insurrection. 


The Minutes of the Tyrrell County Court records the names of persons licensed during 
the war years to keep ordinaries. There may have been others. Those known to us are. Henry 
Alexander, Zilpha Alexander “widow of Isaac”, John Anderson, J ohn Everett, Jesse Hatfield, 
Richard Hough, Nehemiah Norman, Joseph Phelps, Jr., Benjamin Spruill, Nehemiah Spruill, 
Thomas Spruill, James Wood, Jeremiah Wynne. 


EAN 
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CAVALRY OFFICERS SWORDS 


There were two small boys living on Main Street (Plymouth) in the 1930’s who decided 
to play under the front end of the house at 303 E. Main Street. There were two objects in the 
dirt sticking straight up, and being curious as small boys are, they uncovered two swords 
covered with what they believed to be blood. One boy was my brother Charles Dupree Brown 
and the other was our cousin Billy Whitson, who lived there with his grandparents Clyde and 
Emma Owens. The house was built about 1904. Both boys washed their swords and kept 
them, not really knowing what a precious find they had. 


In later years my brother Charles took his to a curator in Maryland, who stated it was a 
Wilkinson Cavalry Sword made in England, and advised him to take it to the Smithsonian for 
further evaluation, because he believed it was used in the Revolutionary War, which he never 
did. Billy died some years ago, and his wife cannot locate his sword. The house of Main Street 
is now occupied by Mrs. Josephine Bragg and her son Henry, who has looked for other relics 
but found none. 


Inscription On Sword: On the handle: W or Crown 
On blade below: 3 Lions in extended circle 
Also on handle: Numbers 11.0 6 and R. A. 3 and then a 32 
Curator stated “R.A. means Royal Army; 3 means 3rd 
Division; 32 is number of Regiment or Battalion.” 


Could it be that the Redcoats were in Plymouth Landing or were there Confederate or 
Union soldiers who carried their ancestors’ swords to battle with them? 


There could be many relics under our houses today that we don’t know about. As for 
my house, my mother and her brothers found human bones under the house at 206 E. Main. 
They were small children then, and my grandmother buried the remains at the far back of the 
lot. They were most likely casualties of the Civil War Battle of Plymouth. 


PBA 
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ABRAHAM VANHORN 


“Jas, Crane(?) came before the Court and being sworn stated that he knew Abraham 
Vanhorn late of this county and that he was reported to be a soldier of the Revolutionary War 
and that he died the 11 of September 1843 and that he left surviving children Jno. Vanhorn, 
Oliver Vanhorn, and Mary Ann Vanhorn.” 


(Tyrrell County Court Minutes, October Term 1851. Quoted in WCGSJ August 1995.) 
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LEWELLEN/LEWELLING CONSPIRACY 


At the March, 1778, term of court, steps were taken to require administration of the 
State Oath of Allegiance to all male free persons over 16 years in the county. The following 
were appointed to receive the oaths in the seven districts of the county: Francis Ward, Esq., 
District No. 1, Samuel Smithwick, Esq., District No. 2; John Kennedy, Esq., District 3, John 
Griffin, Esq., District No. 4; Nathan Mayo, Esq., District 5; John Everitt, Esq., District No. 6; 
and Samuel Williams, Esq., District No. 7. 


Not all of Martin County’s residents during those early days were patriots in the sense 
that they supported the cause of freedom for the American colonies. The county had its share 
of loyalists or Tories, who continued their support of the English crown even after the 
Revolutionary War began. One of the most prominent was John Lewellen or Lewelling, one on 
the twelve justices of the peace commissioned by Governor Josiah Martin when the county was 
chartered and who was also one of the six who qualified to hold the first county court in April, 
1774. Lewelling was caught and convicted of participating in a conspiracy to murder some of 
the leaders of the Revolutionary movement. Sentenced to hang, he was placed in jail at 
Edenton to await execution. His wife secured the assistance of prominent persons in the county 
in petitioning for clemency; and the following entry in State Records, Volume 22, page 929, 
shows how close it came for him: 


“At a Council (of State) held at Kinston on the 28th day of September, 1777: Present - 
The Honorables William Gray, William Haywood, Edward Starkey, Thomas Bonner, Esquires. 


“The Governor laid before the Board the petition of William Williams, Nathan Mayo, 
and others, setting forth that John Lewelling, at the Court of Oyer and Terminer and Sessions 
of the peace for the District of Edenton, was convicted of high treason and sentenced to be 
executed for the same, on Tuesday next, praying that the Governor would respite the execution 
of the said John Lewelling and grant him a reprieve. 


“Resolved, That the Governor be advised to respite the said execution and reprieve the 
said John Lewelling until the sitting of the General Assembly.” 


The action of the council was signed by William Gray, president, W. Haywood, Edward 
Starkey, and Thomas Hunter. According to other records, Lewelling gained his complete 
freedom later. 


BMR 
(Martin County History Volume I. Francis M. Manning and W.H. Booker) 


¢¢4¢4 4 4 


A LOCAL LEGEND 


Folly Landing lies west, and near the mouth, of Scuppernong River. tee: holds that 
it was bombarded by the British during the Revolution. 
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SAMUEL FREEMAN’S REVOLUTIONARY SERVICE 


State of North Carolina Martin County 


at the request of Samuel freman personable apeared Before us Samuel 
Smithwick and Hardy Stallings Justices of the pease for said County of martin, 
Joseph Wetherton and being Sworn on the Evenjebys of almighty, he deposeth 
and Saith that he verly believes That the Said Samuel freeman in Listed in 
hartford County as a Continental Soldier for the time of three years under 
Leftenent Winburn in Captin Joseph Walker Company, that the said deponant 
Knowes that he was turned over to the first Ridgment under Capt. Tillman 
Dixson, Col. Clark Commander of the Ridgment and general Hogan 
Commander in cheaf and Served till Taken prisoner in Charles Town in the 
month of may he believes in The year 1780 and that the Said Samuel freeman 
Then was Taken prisoner and Remaind So about Ten months and the Deponant 
Left him in prison further at this time Saith Not. Sworn to Before us this 26 day 
of October 1797. 


Samll Smithwick, JP Joseph Witherington 
Hardy Stallings, JP 


BMR 


(General Assembly Session Records, Nov.-Dec. 1797, Box 2, Folder Miscellaneous 
Concerning Claims. NCDAH, Raleigh, transcribed by John Oden, III) 


¢¢¢ 4 4 


LEVI NORMAN 
He Didn’t Come Home 


Every now and then we find a land deed that recorded much more than just the 
conveyance of property. Such is the case of the 1826 conveyance excerpted below. 


“T Hosea Norman....... the only child and lawful issue of Joel Norman of the said county 
and state now deceased who was the oldest brother of Levi Norman a soldier in the North 
Carolina Line of the Continental Army in the service of the United States in the revolutionary 
War, and who died in that service without lawful issue of his body......” 

Hosea was conveying his “right, title, interest, and estate” in Military Warrent 4128, 
granted to the heirs of Levi Norman. The land was in Tennessee.’ 

Levi was son of Samuel (d. 1774)’ and Mary Long (wp 1790)” Norman, and great 
grandson of Henry Norman who was in Carolina by 1685. A younger brother of Levi, Jeremiah 
(1771-1843), would become a noted Methodist circuit rider in North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Virginia, and Georgia.* 

' Washington County, NC Deeds. Book F, p. 45. 


* Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
* Jeremiah Norman Diaries. Southern Historical Collection, Univ. Of N.C. 
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DANIEL LEGGETT 
Lee’s Mills Tory Leader 


In his Buncombe Hall, Thomas W. Blount commented on the local Tory conspiracy: 


“While Colonel Buncombe was organizing his regiment, the Tories about Lee’s Mills 
were very active. At their head was one Daniel Leggett, who taking to himself the title “Senior 
Warden”, went from farm to farm during the summer of 1776, and with notched sticks, triple 
oaths, mysterious grips and spelled-out pass words, initiated all who would join him into a 
society for the protection of the Protestant religion, the maintainance of King George’s 
authority, the assistance of deserters, and the protection of members from service in the patriot 
army. They were promised that as soon as Colonel should march with his command, that 
General Howe would certainly come to their assistance, and give over to their tender mercies 
his estate, and the property of all those who had enlisted with him. Gaining some strength, 
they began formulating a plan for assassinating all the chief men in the province. When their 
bloody purpose was disclosed, the ring-leaders apprehended, and lodged in jail at Edenton. 
One of them at least, was executed, and this so frightened Leggett that he had a fit of hysteria, 
and wrote Governor Caswell a most penitent letter, begging that his unprofitable life should be 
spared, and assuring him that his penitence was so great that he would ever after be incapable 
of harm. He appears to have escaped with his neck..” i. 


Letter 


The letter mentioned by Mr. Blount is found in Colonial and State Records, Vol. XI., p. 
816. 


DAN LEGGETT TO GOV. CASWELL 
[From MS. Records in Office of Secretary of State. ] 


These with speed 
This Letter was found on the Publick Road and sent on by Thos. Respass Jun. 


December 4th 1777 


May it please your Most Noble Excellency & your Noble Council. Tho’ I 
Dare Not Approach you in Person Nor Dare I Do it with these inconsiderate 
Lines without Shame & Confusion of face. But Relying upon your Mercy & 
goodness I Send this paper as an humble advocate to plead in Some Measure 
that So it May abate the Severity of your Just Displeasure. & Appease that 
Stroke of Justice that I have incurd upon Myself by My horrid tramsgression & 
folly that I have unadvisedly fell into. Wherefore if A Returning prodigal a true 
and unfeigned penitent May find Mercy in those Circumstances I unfeignedly beg 
it at your hands. I hope it may please you for your honnours Sakes & for the 
Sake of him that hath promised A blessedness to the Merciful to Look in a way 
of pity upon one that earnestly Desires Nothing More then to be Number’d with 
your Subjects though Unworthy at present. I hope to find all My Superiors to 
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Whom I think Myself happy that I have to address My Self to in this Manner, to 
be endued with So Much Compasion & tenderness to forgive One that is truly 
Sensible & penitent that I can but think My Self happy upon every Remembrance 
of the same & Not Willing to Affect one that is Convicted in his own 
Conscience. Wherefore if Should please your Excellency & to whom I have to 
petition to Grant Me My Liberty & the opertunity to Make manifest What I have 
promised by a Ready Compliance to your Laws & Commands I Should think My 
Self happy Nevertheless in All things Submiting to your Excellency’s Disposal I 
Must remain as I have Made my self miserable without your Assistance Which I 
rely upon your excellencys honour for in requital of which I promise to Spend 
the remaining part of my time in obedants to your Commands it being all that I 
am able to offer with My prayers & supplication to God for your Success & 
happy Continuance if it Does Not please your excellency to Admit of My being 
alltogether at Liberty I should be very thankful to be admitted to Bale until the 
Cart ensuing at Edenton the winter being very cold & I being Distitute of My 
Necessarys that My Life Depends upon your honour I hope that what I was put 
in for Last was Not unbaleable tho’ indeed it too bad I having but Little to Say 
for My self More then I was Not in this unhappy affair at the first till I was 
seduced by others & never being acquainted with the general plan at all was Set 
on to Do More than I hope I shall ever be gilty of any more if it should please 
your honour to Let this Pass But Use all Means that in My power to Supress all 
that should in any ways endeavour to hurt the present Government. Wherefore if 
it should be to my opertunity & I should be any ways faulty to my promise I 
would Submit to the Most strictest that Malice Could inflict therefore with all 
Submission I beg you would determine & Despose of me as you see Convenient, 
in expectation, of which I Remain Sir, Most unwothest of your Subjects 


DANIEL LEGETT 
(Colonial and State Records, Vol. XI) 


¢ % 


Monarchy is like a splendid ship, with all sails set; it moves majestically on, then it hits a 
rock and sinks forever. Democracy is like a raft. It never sinks, but, damn it, your feet are 
always in the water. 


Fisher Ames (1758-1808) 
Congressman, Orator, Essayist of Massachusetts 


¢¢¢ 6 4 
WHO’S THE PRISONER? 


At the January Term of the Tyrrell County Court it was “ordered that Jno.(?) Bateman, 
The Master of Jonathan Overenton have no command of the said apprentice during the time of 
his being a prisoner of war”. 

We certainly can’t quarrel with the Court’s Order, but can’t be quite sure which was a 
POW—nmaster or apprentice. 
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JOSEPH ALEXANDER 
“ Drafted, And Is Agoing To March Against The Enemy” 


The phraseology of Joseph’s will (made November 21, 1780, probated October 1781) 
has touched many researchers of the Tyrrell County Wills. Dr. Stephen Bradley, author of 
Tyrrell County Wills 1729-1811, comments in his introduction to that work: “There are 
humorous and tragic items here, but that is the way people are, and the way our families were 
and are. There was Joseph Alexander in 1780 who stated that he was ‘drafted and is agoing to 
march against the enemy’. Since the will was perhaps probated in 1782, I wonder if he died in 
the struggle for independance.” 


In his will, made as he prepared “to march”, Joseph, a bachelor, devised to his three 
brothers, John, Jesse, and Abner, the 228 acres in Little Alligator left to him by his father, Isaac 
(wp July 1780). He named John and his mother, Zilpha, executors. 


We don’t know the place of circumstances of Joseph’s death. His will was proved at 
October Term 1781 by Anna Davenport, one of the subscribing witnesses, and his mother 
qualified as executrix. 


EAN 
GGGG-nephew 
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YORKTOWN, M’LORD? 


“He defeated the Americans with great slaughter.” 
Inscription on Tomb of Lord Cornwallis 
Westminster Abby 


In Edgar Lee Master’s Spoon River Anthology, one of the ghosts contemplates its own 
gravestone and sadly reflects: “While I lived I could not cope with slanderous tongues, Now 
that I am dead I must submit to an epitaph graven by a fool!” 


Returning to England after his surrender at Yorktown on October 19, 1781, Cornwallis 
(1738-1805) was well received, and went on to a long and honorable career, in both civil and 
military roles in India. He was never unduly subjected to “slanderous tongues”. But he surely 
would (does?) deplore his epitaph “graven by a fool”. 
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“We must all hang together, or most assuredly we will all hang separately.” 


Benjamin Franklin 
At signing of Declaration of Independence 
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RECRUITING 


At a Council of State held at New Bern 2 September 1777, “His Excellency the 
Governor laid before the Board a resolve of Congress reccommending it to the executive 
powers of the United States to divide their respective States into districts and appoint proper 
persons in each District to recruit men to fill up the regiments raised in such State. The same 
being taken into consideration, 


“Resolved, That this state be divided into as many districts as there are counties, and 
that each district be distinguished by the name of the county; and that it be recommended to his 


North Carolina had 38 counties at the time of this Resolution. The proposed 
appointees from our area were: 


Beaufort Henry Bonner 
Bertie Thomas Pugh 
Chowan Charles Bonfield 
Currituck Samuel Jarvis 
Hyde John Jordan 
Martin William Williams 
Pasquotank Henry Abbott 
Perquimans Thomas Harvey 
Tyrrell Jeremiah Fraser 


(Colonial and State Records, Vol. XXII, p. 927) 
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TYRRELL’S LEGISLATORS 
1777-1783 


By 1777 the new State of North Carolina was getting organized, and had a General 
Assembly (sometimes referred to as “House of Burgesses” or “House of Commons”), elected 
annually. During the war years, Tyrrell elected the following: 


Senators Representatives 
Archibald Corrie John Hooker 
Jeremiah Frazier Benjamin Spruill 
Benjamin Spruill Joshua Swain 
Nehemiah Norman Isham Webb 

Edmond Blount 
John Warrington 
Nathan Hooker 


Nehemiah Norman 
(North Carolina Government, 1585-1979) 
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THE TORY CONSPIRACY 


The Conspiracy of 1776-1777, according to several affidavits sworn in July 1777, 
“took its rise in Virginia & was forwarded to (John) Lewellen on Coneter”. It was believed by 
its North Carolina adherents to have spread southward to “the southern part of the continent”, 
that British General Howe was well aware of the movement in our area, and that Howe would 
surely come to their assistance once Colonel Buncombe had marched his regiment to join 
Washington’s Continental Line. 


Where the conspiracy actually originated, or how wide-spread it really became, we 
don’t know. In North Carolina it seems to have been concentrated in Bertie, Martin, Tyrrell, 
and Edgecombe Counties. In Tyrrell, we find no evidence of it farther east than the Lee’s 
Mills, which seems to have been the home of Daniel Leggett. 


Several things fanned the conspiratorial flames. It was well known that the Continental 
Congress was seeking aid from France. So the rumors spread that the Revolutionary leaders 
were secretly pledging the establishment of “popery”, i.e. Catholicism, as the “established” 
religion of the emerging nation in return for French intervention in the war against Britain, the 
“Defender” of the Protestant Faith. 


Other factors included the new State Oath of Allegiance to be required of known or 
suspected Tories. The draft to “fill up the ranks of the Continental Line”, and the raising of the 
Militia, were also acts to be thwarted. 


Anything that might be necessary to return British authority to the former colonies 
would be done. If necessary, patriot leaders, from hostile Justices of the Peace to the 
Governor, would be captured or killed. Plans were made to seize the State magazines. The 
one at Halifax would be taken by members from Martin and Edgecombe. Draftees would be 
discouraged from reporting for duty, and would be shot if they disregarded the warning. 


As reward for their work in restoring King George’s government, the conspirators 
expected themselves and the British soldiers to share the estates of the “rebels”. 





STICKS, SIGNS, AND SENIOR WARDENS 


The conspirators had their secret means of identifying themselves to others of their 
“Association” or “Clubb”. These are revealed to us in the affidavits of numerous Tories in 
depositions taken after their arrest in mid-1777. One of the most concise accounts was given 
by William Skiles of Bertie, who, as the old saying goes, “sang like a bird with his leg in a trap” 
at his interrogation at Windsor on July Ist. 


Skiles was drawn into the plot by Absalom Leggett of Bertie. Absalom was father of 
our Daniel Leggett of Lee’s Mills. Absalom, a “regular” member, could administer the initial 
oath, but would pass the initiate along to his son, Senior Warden of Tyrrell, for further 
examination and the final oaths. The father, we may surmise, was quite proud of the son’s 
position of leadership. 
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We quote from Skiles’s deposition....... 
2 Said Leggett [Absalom] administered an oath to him, purport of which is as follows: That 
you shall defend and protect all Draughted & distressed persons or them that are called tories 
as far as lies in your power, & that he swore him to keep the Matter Secret and likewise 
informed him that there was a sign or token observed amongst them, which was this......a short 
stick with three notches on it, on the person receiving it, asks the other why he gives him the 
stick, the other answers, for a sign. Says the other, a sign of what, (answer), a sign of a word, 
have you that word? I have, give it to me. I will letter with you. Answer, begin first says B, 
2d E, first T, 2d R, first U, 2d E (be true).” 


x3 


Each county’s conspirators were led by a Senior Warden, who administered the last 
two, of the three, oaths. Thomas Harrison, of Tyrrell, “understood and beleived (the office) to 
be for the purpose of gaining and swearing in members of this Association & Conspiracy”. 


The Senior Warden of one county could swear in a Senior Warden for another county. 
William Brimage of Bertie was sworn by Daniel Leggett of Tyrrell in the woods behind the 
wheat field of Thomas Harrison, Senior’s son. 





TYRRELL’S TORIES 
Our Home-Grown Plotters of Dark Deeds 


Daniel Leggett was, plainly, the leader of the County’s conspirators. A reading of the 
many depositions taken after the collapse of the conspiracy seems to confirm John Garrett as 
the second most active and influential. A list of all of the plotters named in the depositions 
includes: 

e Jonathan Davis. Much mischief was brewed at his wheat reaping, but he 
doesn’t seem to have been involved in the plot. 

e William Durrance*. Took the oath at Davis’s wheat reaping. In his 
deposition, identified several of the Martin and Bertie Association members. 
Freed on £ 200 bond (John Everett, son of Thomas, security) for appearance 
at District Court - Edenton. 

e John Garrett. Identified by several as a chief recruiter, Garrett, of “Garrett’s 
Island”, was probably the most affluent of the conspirators. 

e Benjamin Harrison*, son of Thomas. Identified Martin and Bertie members. 
Sworn by Leggett at Thomas’ house. Bonded for Edenton Court, Jonathan 
Davis, security. 

e James Harrison*, Junior, son of James. Sworn by Leggett in Thomas 
Harrison’s cornfield. 

e Arrnell Holles*. Recruited by John Garrett; sworn by Leggett. 

e William Howard*. Recruited by Garrett at Davis’s wheat reaping. Bond 
£ 200, with Benjamin Howard security. 

e Bird Land*. Sworn by Leggett, at the wheat reaping, in presence of Garrett. 
A relatively well-to-do farmer. 
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e Daniel Leggett, Senior Warden. His deposition was given at Edenton, 
whence he had been taken—probably in chains. He is known to have still 
been in jail there on December 4, 1777, on which date he pled to be allowed 
bail. Court records show that the cases of he and his father (Absalom, of 

. Bertie), both indicted for Treason, were “continued” to November Term, 
1778. 


The depositions of the persons asterisked (*) above were sworn July 14-16, 1777, 
before Archibald Currie (Corrie) and Charles Johnson, Justices of the Tyrrell Court of Pleas 
and Quarter Sessions. 


“4 WORLD OF BLOOD SHED” 


Tyrrell County, 


July 11, 1777. This day came before us Justices. ... Thomas Stubbs, Senr., 
& being sworn...deposeth and saith that Thomas Harrison (son of John) met him 
on the road about a fortnight agoe & the said Thomas Stubbs having heard of 
this Association used every persuasive means to dissuade the said Thomas 
Harrison from being concerned in the same & the said Thomas Harrison signified 
to him or supposed that if there was a Junction from this all the way to New 
Georgia might not they be able to do something & supposed that if a Petition 
was sent to General Howe would he not befriend them and know his friends 
from his foes & that the said Harrison wished he had never been born as there . 
would be a world of Blood shed and further this deponent sayeth not. 


Thomas Stubbs, Senr. 


Sworn before us 
Arch’d Corrie, J.P. 
Chas. Johnson. 


THE TORY “CIRCUIT RIDER” 


In his deposition of July 14, 1777, Thomas Harrison, son of John, stated that Daniel 
Leggett “informed him that James Hayes of Martin County had traveled ‘some thousand miles 


999 


endeavoring to get as many people to Associate as possible”. 
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WISHFUL THINKING, DANIEL? 


Thomas Harrison further deposed that Daniel Leggett informed him that “about half of 
the 5th Regiment of Continental Forces raised in this State were friends of their (the Tory) 
cause.” 





EVERY MAN FOR HIMSELF 
The Abrupt End Of The Conspiracy 


The Tory plot seems to have received its death-blow shortly after June 20, 1777. 
William Wallace of Martin County stated that John Lewellen came to him and “informed him 
that ‘Old Tylor’ (William Tyler, of Martin) was taken with all the papers in his pocket”. The 
word spread like wildfire. 


Daniel Leggett swore that “since the scheme of the Association has been discovered, he 
wandered about from place to place and has been supplied with victuals by Josiah Harrison” 
until captured. 


William Brimage, Bertie’s Senior Warden, was jailed, escaped to the Outer Banks, was 
recaptured, tried, and banished. 


James Rawlings, of Martin, alleged writer of the Tory “constitution” was “persuaded” by 
John Lewellen to “flee”. His deposition doesn’t give his escape route, but he apparently took to 
boat on the Tar or Pamlico River, and set sail for the Outer Banks. The following deposition 
tells the story of his capture. 


Hyde County Mattamuskeet 


One Friday, August 1777, I understood by Report that a certain James 
Rawlings was one of the Heads amongst the Tories and that he was expected to 
pass by the settlement of Mattamuskeet, or to call there about the next day, and 
as I was Resolved to apprehend him if possible, and keeping a watch out for him, 
spied a small sail in the Sound. I fitted out in a boat with four men along with 
me, came up with said sail and found it to be the same James Rawlins with his 
family, upon which I apprehended him and carried him Before a Majistrate which 
took the Deposition of the said James Rawlins, August 6, 1777. 


Abram Jones 


Sworn to before me Aug. 9, 1777 
James Davis 


John Lewellen, perhaps the most influential of the conspirators, was captured, jailed at 
Edenton, tried for High Treason, and sentenced to hang. His wife petitioned Governor Caswell 
to grant a reprieve. Her plea was supported by several Patriot leaders, including some whom 
Lewellen had marked for murder. 

The reprieve was granted, but the House, meeting November 17, recommended that the 
execution “should be done without delay..... Monday the 24th of this month”. We have found 
no further record. 
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GENERAL HOWE 
Great Red-Coated Hope of the Tyrrell Tories 


In deposition after deposition given by the captured conspirators, we are told of their 
belief that “General Howe” would come to their aid, help defeat the Carolina Patriots, and 
divide the rebel estates among the Loyalists. Who was this General Howe? 


William Howe (later, 5th Viscount) was born in England in 1729. As a very young 
officer he commanded a battalion “which...climbed the Heights and Abraham before the Battle 
of Quebec”. Continuing in the army, he distinguished himself in several campaigns. 


Although opposed to the Revolutionary War, he was given supreme command of the 
British Army in the former colonies in 1776. In 1778, he resigned his command and returned to 
England, where he held important “home commands”. He died in 1814. 


If General Howe even knew the names of “our” Tories, we doubt that aid for their plot 
was ever on his calendar. 


(Encyclopedia Britannica. 1971 edition 
The North Carolina Continentals. Hugh F. Rankin, UNC Press.) 
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POWDER & SHOT 


Those sworn to the Tory Cause were instructed to procure “one half pound gun 
powder and two pounds of lead”. Thus, they would be prepared to murder the “Gentlemen” 
(sort of a code-word for the Patriot leaders), shoot those who responded to the draft, and turn 
out when British troops arrived. 
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WHO WAS THIS JOSEPH? 


Tyrrell’s Court, February 1779, “ordered that the sheriff cite Joseph Alexander to the 
next court to render an account of affects belonging to Joseph Alexander in the Continental 
Service he has in his hands”. 


This Joseph was definitely not the same as the Joseph, son of Isaac and Zilpha, 
appearing elsewhere in this Journal. 


WCGSJ 81 DEC 1996 


GIDEON LAMB 
The Colonel Buys Land 


At Tyrrell’s January Term 1781, two sales to Colonel Gideon Lamb were 
acknowledged. One was from “John Dillen & Mary his wife”, the other from “Joseph Spruill, 
Esq., and wife Ann, and William Spruill and wife Sarah”. Who was this Colonel Lamb? 


Gideon Lamb (1742-1781) was born in Salisbury, Conn., but moved with his father to 
Pasquotank County, N.C. In 1775, he represented Currituck County in the Third Provincial 
Congress, which appointed him to the Committee of Safety for the Edenton District. With the 
advent of Independence he became major, later colonel, of the Sixth Regiment of the North 
Carolina Line. 


Like Colonel Buncombe of the Fifth North Carolina, Lamb marched his regiment to 
Charleston, South Carolina in late 1776. In March 1777, the N.C. troops marched to join 
Washington’s army in the north. After the Battle of Brandywine, Colonel Lamb was court- 
martialed for alleged misconduct, but was “acquited, with Honor”. 


The Colonel’s next three years were spent in recruiting and troop supply efforts in 
eastern North Carolina. In January 1781, he was placed on half-pay to await orders. In July he 
wrote, with much exasperation, to the authorities: I “neither seem to be in the service nor out 
of it”, and begged to be told “where, who, and what lam”. He died at home of “bilious fever” 
on November 8, 1781. 


So, Gideon Lamb didn’t live long to enjoy ownership of the property acquired from the 
Dillens and Spruills. We wonder if he, or his wife Mary Burgess, was related to the grantors? 
We also wonder if the Abner Lamb who was a soldier from Washington County in the War of 
1812 was son of the Colonel’s son, Abner, a lieutenant in the First Regiment on the North 
Carolina Continental Line? 
(Tyrrell County Court Minutes 


Dictionary of North Carolina Biography. William Powell, UNC Press 
The North Carolina Continentals. Hugh F. Rankin, UNC Press.) 
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CONSPIRACY ALFRESCO 


Few instances of meetings beneath a roof are recorded in the many affidavits relating to 
the Conspiracy. The site of choice in Martin County seems to have been the “gourd patch”. In 
Tyrrell, meetings took place in a wheat field, a cornfield, a garden, and an orchard. From these 
places, the plotters would usually retire to the woods for the administration of the sacred oaths. 
Our Tories eschewed the smoke-filled room for their Protestant God’s great outdoors. 
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A WAR-TIME MARRIAGE BOND 
John Alexander To Joanna Davenport 
7 April, 1779 
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Joseph Alexander, security for his brother J ohn’s bond, is recorded elsewhere in this 


as “agoing to march against the enemy”. 
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THE WADDELL TOMBSTONE 


Elizabeth Waddell’s tombstone was found in the summer of 1995, in the Albemarle 
Sound by Steve Spruill, son of the current owner of the property, Raymond Spruill. Beach 
erosion had taken-the stone from beneath a fig bush where it had lain for almost 200 years. 
The name “Waddell” was still legible, and an early account written by Eva White circa 1910 
indicates the inscription read “Here Lies Elizabeth Waddell of England”. 


Captain Robert Davison married Elizabeth Waddell June 2, 1770 in Tyrrell County, 
N.C. She was dead prior to February 15, 1776, which is the date Davison married Mary 
Mackay. Davison married a third time to Elizabeth Johnston, January 1, 1787. 


He was the son of John and Mary Davison of Bertie County, N.C., and was born circa 
1740. The legend that has been told is that Elizabeth died aboard ship and was brought ashore 
and buried. Davison found that the land was unclaimed due to a patent lapse and filed for 100 
acres, which was granted. The land was part of a 360 acre grant to James Hawkins in 1715, 
who in turn assigned it to his brother Thomas Hawkins. Hawkins sold 110 acres to James 
Smith, but it was never “seeded and seated”. 


Thomas Hawkins first wife was Elizabeth Blount, daughter of James Blount, who came 
to old Albemarle County between 1664 and 1669. Hawkins second wife was Elizabeth 
Steeley. 


There was a house near the fig bush, as there were pieces of china, and bricks of a size 
manufactured between 1715 and 1790. The site also contained a well and plum trees that 
washed into the sound in the 1940s. Robert Davison is shown in the 1790 census as follows: 
4 white males, 4 white females, and 5 slaves. Davison was one of the trustees of Swain’s 
Chapel, the successor to Skinnersville Chapel. He died about 1812 and his children, living in 
Beaufort County, sold his land holdings in 1813. The tombstone is quite large and thought to 
have come from England, as many of the early tombstones did. 


VLE 
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“Stand your ground. Don’t fire unless fired upon, but if they mean to have a war let it 
begin here.” 
Capt. John Parker, to his Minute Men on Lexington Green 
April 19, 1775 
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“Men you are all marksmen—don’t one of you fire until you can see the whites of their 
eye. PP) 
Isaac Putnam, Battle of Bunker Hill 


June 17, 1775 
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“ABOMINABLE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD” 


This undated court record is found among others dated 1701, and probably dates from 
that year—or shortly thereafter. The case seems to involve the marriage of James Blount to 
the sister of his deceased wife. Such unions were once considered incestuous, prohibited by 
law (church and civil), and “abominable in the sight of God”. 


“W. Frayle”, other items from the same term of court prove, was “William”. After the 
erection of Tyrrell County, the County Court met for several years at the home of Frayle on 
Kendricks Creek. 


Richard Plater Esqr. Attorney Generall Came here the 3d Day of the 
Generall Court and gives the Court here to Understand and be informed That 
James Blount of the County of Bath hath Unlawfully maried with Mary Daughter 
of Mr. Nich. Tylor haveing before [maried] with Katherine Daughter ot the said 
Nicholas Tylor and sister to the said Mary And the said James Blount and Mary 
being Called and upon Examination they Confess. And the Court haveing taken 
the premisses into theire serious Consideration Do from theire hearts Detest and 
abhorr the action as abominable in the sight of god and prohibitted by the Lawes 
of the Church but are of opinion that it is not within the Jurisdiction of this Court 
to give finall Determination in that matter. 


And whereas upon the first notice of theire purpose to Enter into the said 
unlawfull mariage the Honorable president Did Direct and send Letters to all 
persons who he thought might be Instrumentall in the matter which Letters was 
sent per W. Frayly with speciall Charge for the speedy Delivery thereof yet the 
said Frayly Delayed and neglected to Deliver the said Letters in Contempt of the 
aforesaid Charge by which meanes that unhappy mariage was made. Ordered 
that he be punished by Receiveing 10 stripes on his bare back well layd on 
Dureing the Courts sitting and stand bound with good security for his good 
behaviour for one whole yeare. 


Whereas Mr. Nich. Tylor hath been a great promoter and abettor of the 
aforesaid unlawfull mariage ordered that the marshall take the said Tylor into 
Costody and him to hold till he become bound with good security for his good 
behaviour for one whole yeare and be for Ever Disabled from bearing any office 
or Trust in this Government Civill or military. 


Wheras Capt. Tho. Blount hath been a very great promotter and Abettor 
of the aforesaid unlawfull Mariage Ordered that the marshall take into Costody 
untill he give bond with security for his good behaviour for one whole year and 
be for Ever Disabled from bearing any office or trust in this Government Either 
Civill or Military. 

(Higher Court Records. NCAH) 
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“TO SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION...” 


This is the fourth in our series of Naturalization Cases recorded in the Minutes of the 
Washington County Superior Court. 


2d Monday March 1848 
Jno. M C Boyle 
Naturalization 

To the Court 


It appearing to the satisfaction of the court on proof that John MC Boyle moved in 
the United States from Ireland in August 1818 being then an infant of tender years 
and hath since resided in the United States for more than three years previous to 
his arrival to twenty one years of age, that since his arrival he hath constantly 
resided in the United States, and hath not at any time left the same, that he hath 
resided in the State of North Carolina for more than five years previous hereto and 
during the whole time he hath been in the United States & in this state he hath 
behaved himself as a man of good moral character, and is and hath been attached 
to the principles of the Constitution of the United States and well disposed to the 
good order and happiness of said states, it is therefore ordered, adjudged, and 
decreed that the said John M C. Boyle be, & he is hereby naturalized, and declared 
to be and is entitled to all the rights and privileges of a natural citizen of the United 
States he now taking the necessary oaths to that end. 


(From Microfilm: Washington County Superior Court Minutes. NC A&H) 


John McC. Boyle was well established in Plymouth some years before becoming a 
citizen of the United States. In January 1842, he, a Vestryman of Grace Episcopal Church, 
contracted (for $300) to supply the lumber for the first “Grace” church building. The births, 
confirmations, baptisms, marriages, and burials of the family are recorded in the Church 
Register. 

John owned and operated a successful lumber business, with a sawmill on the east bank 
of Welch’s Creek at its confluence with the Roanoke River. The mill, located just west of 
Plymouth’s western limits, burned during the Civil War—prior to the Battle of Plymouth. 

Boyle and the females of the family refugeed up-river at Hamilton. The family, son 
Francis (Frank) excepted, never returned to reestablish residence in Plymouth. Francis served 
with the 32nd North Carolina Regiment, returning after the war to the lumber business. 

In Census 1860, John McC Boyle is recorded as “52 years; Lumber factor; $25000 Real 
and $12000 Personal property”. He owned 13 slaves. 

The gravestones of John (at Grace Church, Plymouth) and his wife (at St. Martin’s 
Church, Hamilton) are engraved: 


J. McC. Boyle Mary A. Boyle 

Born in Relict of 

Ballymony, Ireland J. McC Boyle 

1803 Born in Neath, Wales 
Died in Hamilton Nov. 11, 1813 

Jan. 6, 1867 Died at Hamilton 


May 11th 1887 
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DOWER RIGHTS 


In the case of widows not provided for by will, the Court appointed “juries” to go upon 
the property of the deceased husband and allocate a fair portion of the estate as the widow’s 
lifetime right. 

Thirteen such “dowers” are listed—one after the other—in Washington County Deed 
Book J., pages 60-72. We list widow, deceased husband, and date of dower. The deed book 
can be consulted for details. 


Widow Deceased Husband Date of Dower 
Harriet Downing William Downing 2 Aug 1843 
Elizabeth Rhodes William Rhodes _ Feb 1844 
Julia Ballance James W. Ballance May 1844 
Nancy Currell William Currell May 1844 
Lucind Huble Welcom Huble May 1844 
Hester Ann Davenport Absolem Davenport May 1844 
Sarah Ann Hassell Joshua V (?) Hassell May 1844 
Happy Long Isam Long Feb 1845 
Frances Lucas ' Martin W. Lucas Feb 1845 
Penelope Davenport Abram Davenport Feb 1845 
Teresa Dudley Plumer Dudley Apr 1845 
Elizabeth Everett Richard Everett May 1845 
Hester Ann Chesson Abram Chesson May 1845 
¢$¢¢ 4 4 
TIDBITS 


We continue our series of abstracts of Washington County deeds found to be rich in 
genealogical information. 


1802 Dempsey Marriner to Thomas Fagan WSH CO D.B. B p. 77 “his claim to 8 negroes 
devised to Frances Walker by her Father’s will and he became heir to said negroes by marriage 
with said Frances” (Preceeding deed is Thomas Fagan to Thomas Walker. It identifies negroes 
as belonging to estate of Thomas Walker dec’d.) 


1819 John E. Gardner of State of Georgy & County of Wahington agent for John Garrett of 
same state & county son of Daniel Garrett dec’d. to Asa Harrison 1/8 part of tract of land on 
ES Huses Swamp belonging to estate of Daniel Garrett and was lent by said Garrett Dec’d. to 
his wife Lovey during he natural life and after her decease to be equally divided among 8 heirs. 


1846 Gabriel Jones to Joseph Downing WSH CO D.B. J p. 221 all his interest in the lands 
formerly belonging to “my sister Mary Bembridge” it being the 1/2 of the lot alloted to my 
sister Mary Benbridge alsomine & my wife’s estate 


1818 Hosea Airs to Levi Harrison WSH CO D.B. E p. 1 It being that piece of land gifted to 
one Thomas Rogers of Pelaska County in the State of georgia by his grandfather Thomas 
Rogers dec’d. 

DHS 
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JOHN CLAYTON 
The Final Chapter 


We met John Clayton in the December 1995 Journal, but will review his life up to 1814, 
the year of his murder, before getting into that dark deed. 


John was son of John and Rebecca Wood of Perquimans. Crossing the Sound to 
Tyrrell about 1790, he quickly became involved in county affairs. He served as constable, 
overseer of the Gum Neck-Scuppernong Road, Justice of the Peace, Colonel of Militia, and 
five terms as Tyrrell Representative in the General Assembly. 


John had married his brother’s (half-brother?) widow, Sarah Sutton Clayton, in 1785. 
They soon had three children: David, Benjamin Sutton, and Mary. 


We had thought that John and Sarah separated in 1797, the year in which John became 
“guardian of his three own children”. It is intriguing that his security (bondsman) for the 
guardianship was Bartlett Jones, father of Barney Jones who would murder him seventeen 
years later. The date of the separation has become less certain with the reading of the 
Jeremiah Norman Diaries. Norman, a Methodist circuit rider, visited Clayton on at least two 
occasions, and was invited by him to preach. While at John’s house in 1793 (‘94?) he recorded 
that he “wrote a letter to Mrs. Clayton, who was not content to live this side of the Sound”. 
This indicates that the separation occurred at least 3-4 years earlier than we had thought. 
Reverend Norman obviously liked Clayton, but observed that “the world has too great hold of 
him”. 

In 1813, John Clayton and Elizabeth (Betsy) Jarman (a.k.a. “German’”) were indicted 
for having lived together in John’s house for the past thirteen years in a state of adultery and 
fornication. They had “several” children, at least two of which John “legitimated” in 1801. 
There is no evidence of the case ever being brought to trial, although they were summoned for 
April Term 1813. John was present at that term, but in his capacity of a Justice of the Court. 


Some two hours after dark, August 23, 1814, in his yard in Gum Neck District, John 
Clayton died instantly of a gunshot wound. His son-in-law Charles Armour, husband of Mary 
(Polly) Clayton, appeared before two of the county justices and made accusations against 
several persons. On August 27, the justices commanded the sheriff “to take the bodies of 
Barney Jones, Benjamin S. Clayton, Reuben Cahoon and his wife Hannah, Thomas Cahoon, 
and Charn Hill a person of colour and bring them to us at the Town of Columbia to answer the 
complaint”. The sheriff was also ordered to summons for the State “Patty Banks, William 
Cahoon, David Cahoon, Bartlett Jones, Hagar Brickhouse, Mary Tarkenton, wife of Isaac, 
Negro man Shack, Negro woman Grace, Joseph White, __? Cahoon, Ebenezer(?) Cahoon, 


Joseph Cahoon, Matthew Brickhouse Jr., and Arch. Cutrell”. 


[The “Benjamin S. Clayton” accused by Charles Armour was son of John Clayton, and 
brother to Armour’s wife. Benjamin (he was not indicted) had married Betsey Cahoon in 
1811. In 1819, he would marry Salley Cahoon, daughter of Reuben. At the trials, Salley and 
her sister Polly would be summoned, fail to appear, and be fined. Their brother, William, 
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would be indicted for perjury. Their father, Reuben, would be tried for murder at March Term 
1815. He was acquited, but placed under a peace bond. | 


On August 28, 1814, five days after the murder, County justices Richard Davis and 
James Hoskins, sitting at Columbia, took the depositions of several persons accused of 
complicity in the slaying, or believed to have material evidence thereof. We abstract some of 
the affidavits: 


Joseph Cahoon—Stated that Aron came to his house about two hours after night to collect 
“some money” that he claimed was owed him by William Alcock (apparently an apprectice) 
who lived with Joseph. Aron said that he had heard shot when he was at the “large bridge 
between William and Thomas Liverman’s. 


Joshua Volloway—In summer of 1813 Barney Jones told him that he understood John Clayton 
intended to give him a beating. That “perhaps Clayton could whip him, and if he did one way 
he could not another and that if he did do, he would destroy him with powder and ball”. 


Elisha Volloway—Jones had asked him to be his security (sign his bond) for keeping the peace 
towards John Clayton. Volloway declined, not liking to “lay himself liable to difficulties”. 
Jones replied that “the damned old son of a bitch (Clayton) would not live long to trouble 
anybody...”. 


Negro Shack (a slave. Property of David Clayton (oldest son of John), formerly owned by 
John Clayton)—Shack stated that on night of the murder he was going to Benjamin Clayton’s 
house, and was standing near the house “to see where his dog was, he (B. Clayton) having a 
very sharp dog”. He saw Negro Aron pass, and then three others. Believed Charn Hill, a 
person of colour, had a gun. One of the two white men had a gun. Shack went to kitchen. 


pare es 


While there heard a gun fire and “someone cry out at his old master John Clayton’s”. 


Negro Woman Grace (the cook at Benjamin Clayton’s)—Grace referred to John Clayton as 
her “old master”. Shortly before gun was fired, Aron came to B. Clayton’s and threw a load of 
flags (reeds?) in the yard. Aron went off and she heard a gun fire about 1/4 hour later and 
someone cry out at her old master’s. She attempted to go and see who it was, but Aron came 
and called her at the kitchen (obviously separate from the dwelling) and ran off again. Aron 
returned and said “he knowed nothing about it”. 


Deborah Cahoon—In January, she observed a fight in the road before her house. The 
combatants were Barney Jones and John Clayton. Jones, Clayton, and William Cahoon came 
into her house, and Clayton appeared to have been beaten. Jones told her that “Clayton had 
demeaned him and his family in such a__? _ manner that nothing would satisfy him, the said 
Barney, but his life.....” 


Patty Banks—Earlier in the present year, she was in the company of Reuben Cahoon at house 
of John A. Patrick. Reuben said that “John Clayton had lived to see that New Year’s Day, but 


39 


that he would never live to see another....”. 


Reuben Cahoon—Denied “knowing or being anyway accessory” to the murder. 
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Charn Hill, a man of colour—Denied knowing anything of the murder. 


Negro man Aron, property of John A. Patrick—He was going to the house of Benjamin 
Clayton with a turn of flags. That near the beach (beech?) in the lane, he met Barney Jones, 
who requested him to deliver the flags and come out to him, that he wanted to take a cruise (a 
walk?). Aron went with Jones and Charn Hill “to the house of John Clayton, Barney having a 
gun, and that in a short time after the gun fired and that he heard John Clayton cry out.... and 
that he, Aron had but one shoe on”. 


(Abstracted from loose papers. NCA&H.) 





At the November 1814 Term, Tyrrell County Superior Court, The 
Honorable Duncan Cameron presiding, there came on to be heard: 


State of North Carolina ) Indictment ) to which he 
against ) for the Murder ) plead not 
Barney Jones ) of John Clayton ) guilty 


The prisoner being duly arraigned pleads not guilty and for his trial puts 
himself on the country then came the following Jury to wit 


Abel Sawyer Zachariah Eborn 
John Bateman Joseph Wynne 
Enoch Hassell Richard Lucas 
Isaac Sawyer William Clow 
Sylvia Patrick Benjamin Arnold 
Jeremiah Giles Jeremiah Wynne 


Who being duly elected sworn and impanneled to try the Issue of Traverse joined 
between the State and the prisoner at the bar do on their Oath say that the 
prisoner at the bar Barney Jones is guilty of the Felony and Murder where of he 
stands charged in the manner and form as charged in the bill of Indictment. 


(Tyrrell County Superior Court Minutes. Microfilm NCA&H.) 


Testimony convinced the jury that Barney, as charged in the Bill of Indictment, did 
“feloniously, willfully, and of his malice before thought” with a gun of value of five shillings 
“charged with gunpowder and one leaden bullet and eight large shot discharge same against 
John Clayton inflicting a mortal wound” upon the left breast a little above the left pap......of the 
depth of four inches and breath of half an inch”. Barney was then sentenced: 


State of North Carolina ) Indicted and convicted at 
against ) this term of the Murder of 
Barney Jones ) John Clayton 


The prisoner Barney Jones being brought to the bar and being asked if he 
had anything to say why sentence of Death should not be pronounced against 
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him “and saying nothing” the court doth award and pronounce the following 
sentence on the said Barney Jones Viz that he the said Barney Jones be taken 
hence to the Common Goal of this County and from thence to the place of 


execution and there be hanged by the neck until he be dead and that the sheriff of 


Tyrrell do carry this sentence into execution on Friday the twenty fifth of this 


month between the hours of Eleven O Clock in the forenoon and three O Clock 


in the afternoon of that day. 
(Tyrrell County Superior Court Minutes. Microfilm, NCA&H.) 





AFTER THE DANCE AT THE END OF THE ROPE THE PIPER MUST BE PAID 


WCGSJ 


State 
vs 
Barney Jones 


Satisfied by Sale of 
Barney Jones Right of 


Land 


Jesse Alexander Shff 


Solicitor General 
Sheriff for warrant 


16 witnesses 


Keeping 2 days in custody 


Committing 


Release and commitment when tried 


Keeping in custody) 

3 days when tried) 
Release when executed 
Execution & Burial 
Board 89 day @ 4/ 


Clerk fee 
State tax 


Witnesses 


Benjamin Spencer 
Joshua Volloway 
Gedion Cahoon 
John Cahoon 
Elisha Volloway 


(Loose Papers: 
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£ 1-6-8 
4-0 
2-8-0 
1-10-0 
5-4 
1-18-0 


2-5-0 
5-4 
5-0-0 
17-16-0 
2-0-9 
10-0 


18-8 
18-8 
18-8 
1-12-8 


15-0 


£ 40-6-9 
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A DESCENDANT COMMENTS... 


L have been fascinated by John Clayton since first finding him, and his murder, in The 
Pettigrew Paper, Vol. I. John was my ggg-grandfather, and one of the two most interesting of 
the ancestors unearthed so far. 


Among other “relatives” found in the above article are ggeg-uncle Jesse Alexander, 
Sheriff of Tyrrell County, and Jeremiah Norman, the preacher, who believed that “the world 
has too great hold” on granddaddy John. Jeremiah was nephew to my two Norman ggg- 
grandfathers, John and Nehemiah. 


Wouldn’t it be great to gather together at Jeremiah Wynne’s tavern in old Columbia all 
the folks involved, one way or another, in the murder.....Claytons, Joneses, Cahoon, Aron of 
the one shoe, the Sheriff, and all the rest. Then, as the tankards were emptied and filled, we 
would get to the heart of the case, and the root of the old troubles. 


But, No! Then there would be no mystery, and we would be the poorer for it. 


EAN 
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A SAMPLE OF AFFIDAVITS 


his 
WILLIAM X DURRANCE: 
fais mark 
William Durrance Principal bound 1008. 
John Everet, son of Thomas, security 100£. 
That the above Durrance shall appear at the first Court of Oyer & Terminer to. 
be held for the District of Edenton. ae 
Sworn and acknowledged before us. 
Arch’d Corrie, J.P., 
Chas. Johnson. 


Tyrrell County. 

July 14, 1777. James Harrison came before us Justices for the County 
aforesaid, & being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God 
Deposeth & saith that about a fortnight ago he met with Daniel Legate upona _ . 
Path going to Thomas Harrison, that the said Legate read to him a paper which _, 
he called a religious Constitution, he then asked him if he would swear to stand. 
to that Constitution, Harrison agreed to it, Legate then swore him to stand to. it ot 
so long as the Society lasted & further this deponent saith not. ce 

his aie 
JAMES X HARRISON: 
mark 

James Harrison Principle bound for 100£. 

Clement Crook Security for 50£. 


The above James Harrison to appear at the Court of Oyer & Terminer to be . 
held at Edenton for the District against Daniel Legate if taken. 


Sworn & acknowledged before us. 


Arch’d Corrie, J. P., 
Chas. Johnson. 


July 16, 1777. James Harrison being again called on to give a further 
Testimony & being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God 
Deposeth and Saith, that the first oath that he took was administered to him by 
Thomas Harrison (son of John). This Deponent further saith that being at Thos. 
Harrison’s Sd Plantation, he was in company with Daniel Legate, when he heard 
him say that General Howe was to befriend him and such as him, Legate said...... 


(From Hathaway, Vol. Il) 


Tyrrell County Genealogical and 
Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 686, 


Columbia, NC 27925-0686 





